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Green Economy and Green Growth– 
Exploration of Multi-Level Governance 

Model in Green city 
Ya-Ting Chang* 

*Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University 

Abstract  

In the past, the United Nations (UN) was the leading center of the 

global climate governance and conducted international negotiations and 

consultations. However, due to the differences in the culture, economy, 

society and history of countries, it is difficult to reach a consensus. In 

recent years, globalization has driven the transformation of the concept of 

governance. The transformation of authority has not only shifted from the 

public sectors to the private sectors, and from the central government to 

local governments, but also included the third sectors, community 

groups, and civil society. Green city governance also reflects this 

phenomenon and presents a multi-level, policy integration, and 

multi-participant in the post-new public management era. 

The purpose of this research was to confirm that green cities use the 

theory of green economy and green growth as development strategies, 

and to develop a green city governance model through the policy 

trajectories of the benchmarking green cities. The research first explored 

the association between green city indicators and the city’s gross 

domestic product (GDP), empirically analyzed the green economy and 

green growth, and verified the impact of green city environmental 

governance on urban greening and economic development; secondly, the 
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study explored how local governments can formulate green innovation 

policies and establish a green governance network to create a low-carbon 

city through mapping the governance path of the benchmarking green 

cities. 

The research results show that each green city index has a significant 

correlation with the city’s gross domestic product (GDP). Energy 

consumption index has a significant impact on economic development, 

and the environmental governance of local governments has an 

moderating effect. From the analysis of the governance process of the 

benchmarking green cities, it was found that the governance model of the 

green city adopts a multi-level governance approach. Based on the 

concept of green economy and green growth, the local government 

creates a cooperation platform to promote the development of green city 

strategies and achieve the goals of economic development and 

environmental sustainability. Therefore, responding to climate change 

based on the city governance can overcome the barriers of international 

diplomacy and is more flexible and pragmatic than the traditional 

governance model of international negotiations. 

 

Keywords: city governance, green city, green economy, global climate 

change, environment governance 
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