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Industrial characteristics and network of
Taiwanese hand-puppet

Shu-Jong Liau
Associate Professor Department of Leisure Management
Minghsin University of Science and Technology

[ Abstract]

Since 1990s, cultural industry discourses to highlight the development
of the cultural industry towards innovation, entrepreneurship and
flexibility, glocality, knowledge learning, networks, clusters, and
innovative milieus. Taiwanese hand-puppet show is a typical industry
with innovation and locality in Taiwan. It has already developed an
observed industrial network with a core of the hand-puppet show from
the producing stage including artistic works, productions, and scripts, to
the market including packaging, marketing routes, and related products.
Apparently, the hand-puppet show not only develops a significant
cultural economy, but also becomes one of the most representative
cultural industries with tradition and innovation in Taiwan. This study
tried to explore the network and development of the hand-puppet
industry by interviews and questionnaires. The results show that the
outdoor hand-puppet show, based on dependence of social relationships,
presents obviously local dependence and spatial clustering with the main
core in Yunlin and Chiayi. On the other hand, films of the media
hand-puppet industry exist mutual specialization and cooperation
relationship, and have a relatively strong relationship and economic
dependence network with downstream marketing and distribution
industry, which definitely brought considerable economic benefits for the

media hand-puppet industry.

Keywords : hand-puppet shows, cultural industry, industrial network
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