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Abstract  

 Research showed that the prevalence rate of internet usage was 

getting higher and higher for Taiwanese because of peer influences. Past 

research also proved that habitual internet usage had caused adolescents 

to be addicted to the Internet and resulted in poor adaptation. The 

negative impact was stronger on males especially.  Therefore, the 

research tried to explore the relationships between social self-esteem and 

internet addiction tendency among 18-30 year-old males. Two research 

were designed. In the first research, the researchers used two 

self-reported inventories, such as the Social Self-esteem Inventory and 

CIAS-R to collect data and to test whether there was a negative 

relationship between social self-esteem and internet addiction tendency.  

785 males including soldiers and youths from the internet café were 

sampled purposively.  The results analyzed by Pearson r and MANOVA 

showed that the lower social self-esteem an individual was, the higher 

tendency of the internet addiction he got.  In the second research, 108 

male cadets were sampled conveniently.  Social Self-esteem Inventory, 

CIAS-R and IAT were used to collect data regarding explicit social 
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self-esteem, implicit social self-esteem and internet addiction tendency.  

Results showed that there was no relationship between implicit social 

self-esteem and internet addiction tendency.  There was also no 

relationship between implicit social self-esteem and explicit social 

self-esteem.  In addition, the relationship between implicit social 

self-esteem and internet addiction tendency was different from the 

relationship between explicit social self-esteem and internet addiction 

tendency.  The results above might mean that implicit social self-esteem 

and explicit social self-esteem may be two different constructs.  

However, the research was only an exploratory analysis because of the 

limitation regarding the measure method.  The researcher also indicated 

some other discussions, limitations and future research directions. 

 

Keywords internet addiction tendency, explicit social esteem, implicit 

social esteem, the Implicit Association Test 
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