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Orchid Island in Taitung

Ling-ling Chin"
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[ Abstract]

Prevalent in past decades, ecotourism is regarded as an industry
which fulfills the needs of the residents in ecology, production and living,
and it also matches the tendency of the politic of environmental
protection. Most studies advocate that the ecotourism would be an
alternative to promote economic growth for the developing countries. It
expresses not only the purity of the natural environment but also the
value of the local people.

In fact, there exits a dilemma among diverse cultures when the
issue is under consideration. The group of ocean resource protection at
Fu San village pushed the local government to prohibit fishing in order to
recover the ecology. However, this policy also restricts the fishing rights
of the Amis, especially in the period of harvest festival. The aborigines
proclaim that the policy violates the Basic Law of the Aborigines. On the
other hand, the Dawu asked the government to set up an area of fishing
prohibiting along the shore of Orchid Island, which is their traditional

territory. Most of the Dawu are worried about the decline of the festival
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when the flying fish are getting extinct by the fishermen from Pingtong.
Meanwhile, they are also worried about the lose of the spirits that have
been valued-- sharing, mutual support and traditional organization.
Therefore ecotourism is a controversy among the Han, the aborigines and
the public sector. It always implied the value hegemony when the culture
of aborigine was suppressed by ecological centrism.

Ecotourism becomes a substitute for community reconstructing in
Taiwan. This paper attempts to review a paradigm behind the ecological

discourse and the role of ethnic issues in public policy.

Keywords: fishery protection, ethnic culture, the Amis, the Dawu
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