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Abstract  

  The present study firstly introduces Veevers (1988) “availability index” and explain 

why it is better than “sex ratio”, especially explaining the marriage opportunity of elder 

men and women. Secondly, comparing the index of “Taipei city and Taitung county” and 

“Kaohsiung city and Hualien county”, the marriage opportunity of young men in urban is 

lower than in rural area, but the opportunity of elder men in urban is higher than in rural 

area. However, for either young or elder, urban women’ marriage opportunity is lower 

than rural women’. Thirdly, comparing the index of 2000 and 2012, the gap of marriage 

opportunity between urban and rural area is reducing. Meanwhile, men’ marriage 

opportunity is slightly falling and women’ is rising. Finally, “Miss Mating Timing” 

(MMT) is defined as “the period between the average age of first marriage and the age of 

highest availability index”. The higher MMT the more disadvantage of mate selection. 

The study found that recently Taiwanese women still keep “missing” mating timing. 

Meanwhile, urban women’ MMT is larger than rural women’. In other words, although 

the entail availability index of women is rising but may only benefit for rural women, 

because urban women often miss high-marriage- opportunity when they are young. 

Keywords marriage availability index, marriage opportunity, urban -rural difference, 

miss mating timing, the average age of first marriage  
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 33.2  31.9  30.5  29.3 

 31.5  31.2  28.9  28.2 

 31.9  30.7  29.4  28.1 

 31.5  31.0  29.0  27.9 
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2   2000 2009  

 2000 2000 2009 2009 

 
    

35~39 40~44 35~39 40~44 35~39 40~44 35~39 40~44 

 0.1904 0.1364 0.2237 0.1333 0.2663 0.2044 0.3229 0.2014 

 0.1331 0.0828 0.2067 0.1236 0.2385 0.1614 0.3148 0.1920 

 0.1217 0.0871 0.1536 0.0876 0.1896 0.1374 0.2500 0.1478 

 0.1250 0.0835 0.1966 0.1152 0.2267 0.1506 0.3058 0.1849 

 0.1032 0.0784 0.1642 0.0929 0.1534 0.1153 0.2194 0.1384 

 0.1174 0.0854 0.2005 0.1176 0.1899 0.1345 0.2810 0.1675 

 0.1309 0.0895 0.2241 0.1449 0.2214 0.1469 0.3201 0.2036 

 0.1169 0.0777 0.1817 0.1034 0.2210 0.1506 0.2864 0.1758 

 0.0813 0.0528 0.1448 0.0777 0.1498 0.0985 0.2321 0.1350 

 0.0702 0.0441 0.1492 0.0873 0.1208 0.0825 0.1968 0.1207 

 0.0825 0.0483 0.1677 0.0974 0.1593 0.1006 0.2460 0.1516 

 0.0739 0.0460 0.1414 0.0775 0.1672 0.0967 0.2448 0.1410 

 0.0969 0.0574 0.1837 0.1067 0.1853 0.1155 0.2701 0.1634 

 0.0779 0.0470 0.1436 0.0824 0.1746 0.1006 0.2383 0.1377 

 0.0865 0.0450 0.1553 0.0957 0.1734 0.1077 0.2331 0.1380 

 0.0857 0.0477 0.1894 0.1233 0.1718 0.1063 0.2582 0.1628 

 0.0836 0.0513 0.1793 0.1099 0.1839 0.1089 0.2781 0.1720 

 0.0985 0.0577 0.1900 0.1137 0.2073 0.1239 0.2981 0.1809 

 0.0916 0.0491 0.2083 0.1357 0.1865 0.1169 0.2883 0.1881 

 0.0974 0.0582 0.1676 0.1020 0.1706 0.1107 0.2581 0.1495 

 0.1090 0.0646 0.2686 0.1792 0.1945 0.1307 0.3344 0.2333 

 0.0895 0.0595 0.3079 0.2001 0.1909 0.1191 0.3643 0.2730 

(2000 2009)  
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