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Abstract  

  This research focuses on the decision making processes of choosing 

social work as students' career using quantitative analysis. Three different 

subjects were compared by school types and enrollment channels: first, the 

"priority ranking" of choosing social work while taking the college entrance 

examination; second, the self-evaluation of "academic performance" after 

admitting into social work department; third, the "willingness to engage in 

social work" after graduation. The data comes from the research project of 

"Social Work Students’ Professional Identity and Career Commitment - 

Comparisons of four types of universities." The sample size is 860. Four 

findings were discussed. First, before entering the university, as many as 

60% of the students selected social work as the first priority, and 70% of the 

students evaluate their study attitude as "hard working". Second, after 

graduation, 76% of them are willing to commit their careers in social work, 

and most of them devoted themselves to the fields of "children, adolescent, 

women, and family." Third, compared with the other three types of schools, 
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the public university students' priority ranking of social work is lower in 

college entrance examination, and their willingness to engage in social work 

after graduation is also low. Fourth, compared with other enrollment 

channels, those who were recommended by their high schools and those who 

were enrolled by the individual application have a higher loyalty and 

professional identity toward the social work department. 

 

Keywords social work, priority ranking, willingness to engage in social 

work, multiple enrollment channels 
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 1  2  3  
B Beta  B Beta  B Beta  

a -.200 -.083 * -.085 -.035  -.047 -.020  
b -.079 -.018  -.003 -.001  .078 .018  

c -.112 -.047  -.124 -.052  -.153 -.065  
 -.017 -.047  -.017 -.048  -.009 -.025  
 .011 .028  .019 .050  .021 .054  
 -.003 -.004  -.010 -.013  -.002 -.003  
 -.062 -.071  -.065 -.073  -.078 -.088 * 
 -.013 -.072  -.012 -.069  -.012 -.066  
d .010 .004  .030 .012  .042 .016  
e .001 .000  -.009 -.004  -.003 -.001  

    -.086 -.032  .753 .279 ** 
    .313 .153 ** .294 .144  
f    .455 .182 *** .932 .373 *** 

    .090 .039  .329 .141  
    .320 .137 ** .429 .184 * 
g    -.088 -.041  .827 .384 ** 

*        -1.009 -.179 * 
*        .118 .034  
* h       -.696 -.209  
*        -.462 -.097  
*        -.023 -.008  
* i       -.685 -.051  
*        -1.950 -.500 *** 
*        -.731 -.267 * 
* j       -1.092 -.288 ** 

Constant 3.852 3.443 3.169 
R-square .029** .087*** .130*** 
N 860 860 860 

a- b- c- d- e- f-
g- h- * i- * j- * * p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001 
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9 (3) *

* B=-1.009 =-.179

p<.05

1-1

 

 

9 10

(1)

B=-247 =-.64 p<.001

B=.113 =.071 p<.05  

10 

 
1  2  3  

B Beta  B Beta  B Beta  

a -.247 -.164 *** -.269 -.179 *** -.272 -.181 *** 
b .107 .039  .079 .029  .071 .026  

c .079 .053  .070 .048  .056 .038  
 .003 .012  .001 .005  .001 .004  
 -.004 -.018  -.005 -.019  -.001 -.005  
 .000 .000  .000 -.001  -.001 -.003  
 -.016 -.029  -.018 -.033  -.022 -.040  
 -.004 -.038  -.003 -.028  -.002 -.021  
d .113 .071 * .101 .063  .103 .064  
e .077 .060  .085 .066  .085 .066  
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1  2  3  

B Beta  B Beta  B Beta  

    -.068 -.040  -.074 -.044  
    -.142 -.111  -.285 -.223  
f    -.230 -.147 ** -.030 -.019  

    .214 .146 ** .038 .026  
    .180 .123 * .226 .155  
g    .101 .075  .265 .197  

*        .219 .062  
*        .360 .167  
* h       -.027 -.013  
*        -.036 -.012  
*        .085 .050  
* i       -.009 -.001  
*        -.169 -.070  
*        .000 .000  
* j       -.414 -.175  

Constant 2.695 2.728 2.701 
R-square .049*** .067*** .074*** 
N 860 860 860 

a- b- c- d- e- f-
g- h- * i- * j- *  
* p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001 

(2)

B=-.230 =-.147 p<.01

(3) 1%

1-2
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 1  2  3  
B Beta  B Beta  B Beta  

a -.225 -.091 ** -.232 -.094 ** -.258 -.105 ** 
b -.073 -.016  -.101 -.023  -.157 -.035  

c .072 .030  .058 .024  .032 .013  
 .000 .000  -.006 -.016  -.008 -.022  
 .025 .065  .033 .085 * .037 .096 * 
 -.044 -.056  -.037 -.047  -.041 -.052  
 -.001 -.001  -.010 -.011  -.015 -.016  
 -.003 -.016  .001 .004  .003 .014  
d .308 .117 *** .298 .113 *** .287 .109 *** 
e -.031 -.015  -.024 -.011  -.021 -.010  

    -.340 -.123 * -1.083 -.393 *** 
    -.399 -.191 *** -.873 -.418 *** 
f    -.447 -.175 *** -.264 -.103  

    .644 .269 *** .133 .055  
    .446 .187 *** .311 .130  
g    .340 .154 ** .039 .018  

*        1.214 .211 ** 
*        .841 .239 * 
* h       .265 .078  
*        .826 .169 * 
*        .474 .167  
* i       -.227 -.017  
*        .979 .246 * 
*        .720 .257 * 
* j       -.172 -.044  

Constant 3.037 2.951 3.097 
R-square .029** .064*** .082*** 
N 860 860 860 

a- b- c- d- e- f-
g- h- * i- * j- *  
* p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001 
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11 (1)

10 (2)

B=.644 =.269 p<.001

(3)

11

11 (3)

1-3

1-1 1-2  

 

12 (1)

B=-.199 =-.119 p<.001

B=-.010 =-.078 p<.05 B=.256 =.084 p<.05

(2)

(3)

1-4

(4) B=.242

=.348 p<.001 B=.122 =.109 p<.01

8.4% 21.9%

(4) (3)
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2-1 2-1

2-3  

 (1) (2) (3) (4) 
 B Beta  B Beta B Beta B Beta 

a -.199 -.119 *** -.165 -.098 ** -.152 -.091 ** -.099 -.059  
b .256 .084 * .275 .090 * .302 .099 ** .280 .092 ** 

c -.049 -.030  -.060 -.036  -.073 -.044  -.043 -.026  
 -.006 -.023  -.006 -.023  -.002 -.009  .000 .001  
 .014 .054  .017 .065  .017 .064  .011 .040  
 -.021 -.040  -.025 -.047  -.023 -.044  -.021 -.040  
 -.005 -.008  -.007 -.011  -.011 -.019  .011 .017  
 -.010 -.078 * -.010 -.076 * -.010 -.080 .* -.007 -.055  
d .028 .016  .028 .016  .033 .018  .000 .000  
e .061 .042  .056 .039  .050 .035  .041 .029  

    -.044 -.024  .185 .098  .051 .027  
    .029 .021  .094 .066  .089 .062  
f    .155 .089  .323 .185  .110 .063  

    .118 .073  .241 .148  .152 .094  
    .290 .179 *** .286 .176 * .143 .088  
g    .041 .027  .430 .287 * .196 .131  

*        -.487 -.125  -.314 -.080  
*        -.090 -.038  -.193 -.081  
* h       -.214 -.092  -.052 -.022  
*        .002 .001  .089 .027  
*        -.040 -.021  -.063 -.033  
* i       -.107 -.012  .068 .007  
*        -.624 -.230 * -.167 -.061  
*        -.380 -.199  -.229 -.120  
* j       -.543 -.206 * -.222 -.084  

          .242 .348 *** 
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 (1) (2) (3) (4) 
 B Beta  B Beta B Beta B Beta 

          .122 .109 ** 
          .036 .053  

Constant 2.889 2.713 2.631 1.422 
R-square .042*** .071*** .084*** .219*** 
N 860 860 860 860 

a- b- c- d- e- f-
g- h- * i- * j- *  
* p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001 
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