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Abstract  

Regional research is one of the important traditions of geography. 

Since 1980s, through new regional geography, regional science and new 

regionalism, the regional research of geography has become more and 

more important. This study reviews regional research progress of 

geography and analyzes regional research themes and scale of geography 

of Taiwan and UK USA in the past two decades. This study concludes 

that the research theme of traditional region has transformed from   

given space unit and emphasizing area difference to scalar or relational 

space. Regional concepts are valued by sub-discipline of geography, and 

therefore many new concepts are produced. Secondly, industries and 

region research themes of geography are both paid much attention to in 

Taiwan and UK USA, while Taiwan tends to emphasize tourism and 

geohistory. Thirdly, regional keywords and derivative keywords are both 

widely used in Taiwan and UK USA; space keywords are most used in 

Taiwan, while the UK USA use more place keywords. Lastly, scale of 

city/county and transnational scale are much more researched in Taiwan 

and UK USA, but there is more community scale study in Taiwan, and, 

on the other hand, UK and USA focus on country scale. 
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(1995)

(1997)

(2002)

1996~2002

4

2007

2003 ~2006

230 15% 17% 30%

4% 30% / 7%

23% 6% 5% 8 10 1

2007 1990
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2 Progress in Human Geography

Transaction of the Institute British Geographers Annals of the Association of American 
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             1          : (%)

1990-

1999

13

(22.8)

11

(19.3)

12

(21.1)

3

(5.3)

1

(1.7)

7

(12.3)

5

(8.8)

4

(7)

0

(0)

1

(1.7)

57

(100)

2000-

2010

38

(24.8)

35

(22.8)

19

(12.4)

14

(9.2)

16

(10.6)

9

(6.0)

11

(7.4)

2

(1.4)

5

(3.4)

4

(2.1)

153

(100)

51

(24.3)

46

(21.9)

31

(14.8)

17

(8.1)

17

(8.1 )

16

(7.6)

16

(7.6)

6

(2.8)

5

(2.4)

5

(2.4)

210

(100)

(153 ) (57 ) 5

51 24.3% 46 21.9%

31 14.8%

1 38 13 (1998

) 18

6

4

2 35 11

6 ( )

3

3 19 12

7 6
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(5) (2) (2)

(6)
(2)

                 4       : (%)

1990-1999 30(44.8) 26(38.8) 2(3.0) 6(9.0) 3(4.4) 67(100)

2000-2010 63(39.6) 35(22.0) 30(18.9) 23(14.5) 8(5.0) 159(100)

93(41.2) 61(27.0) 32(14.2) 29(12.8) 11(4.8) 226(100)

93 41.2%

61 27.0% 32

14.2% 29 11 67

159 2

( 2 3.0% 30 18.9%)

1 35 27 ( 4

6 6 ) 3 3

2

1997

2 6 23 2
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            7      : (%)

( ) ( )

1990-1999
12

(23.5)
9

(17.6)
14

(27.5)
5

(9.8)
8

(15.7)
0

(0)
0

(0)
3

(5.9)
51

(100)

2000-2010
43

(34.4)
27

(21.6)
17

(13.6)
22

(17.6)
4

(3.2)
5

(4.0)
1

(0.9)
6

(4.7)
125

(100)

55
(31.3)

36
(20.5)

31
(17.6)

27
(15.3)

12
(6.7)

5
(2.7)

1
(0.1)

9
(5.8)

176
(100)

20 ( )

55 31.3% 36 20.5% 31 17.6%

2 (14 ) (12 )

43 27 22

17 5 ( )

8

1990-

1999
1 3 1 5 1 1 2 2 2

2000-

2010
12 3 2 1 18 1 2 1 4 1 3 4 1

13 6 3 1 23 2 1 2 1 6 3 3 6 1
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( )

23 13 6 3

4

15 12 5

17 3

6

               9           : (%)

1990-

1999

34

(33.0)

15

(14.6)

14

(13.6)

18

(17.5)

9

(8.7)

5

(4.9)

1

(0.9)

3

(2.9)

4

(3.9)

103

(100)

2000-

2010

35

(25.9)

31

(23.0)

17

(12.6)

11

(8.1)

19

(14.1)

5

(3.7)

5

(3.7)

3

(2.2)

9

(6.7)

135

(100)

69
(29.0)

46
(19.3)

31
(13.0)

29
(12.2)

28
(11.8)

10
(4.2)

6
(2.5)

6
(2.5)

13
(5.5)

238
(100)

6 238
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135 103 69 29.0%

46 19.3% 31 13.0%

16 8.4% scale 8

1 34 35

(business service) 5 (FID)2 2

(multi-plant firms) (trading blocs) 5

( )4 3 2

2

2 1980

1990 (place)7

(region)4

2000 3 2

9

20

3 14 17

( 4 6 ) 2 2

(less-developed world)

4 18 11

4 2

(place-making)
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5 19 9 2

( ) 5

2

(neoliberal city) (city of sanctuary) (hospitable city)

(cinematic city)

6 ( )

( )

10 (1990-1999)

(34)

(5) (2) (2)

(new 

Agrarianism) (multiplant 

firms) (trade blocs)

(18)

(4) (2)

(Gewius Loci)

(place,7) (4) (segmentation 
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(15) theory)

(14)

(2) - (2)

(interregionalism)

(9)

(5)

(3)

(1)

(4)

11 (2000-2010)

(35)

(4) FDI(3) (2)

(31)

(9) (3) (2) (2)

( ) (relational 

turn)

(embeddedness)

(19)

(2) (neoliberal city)

(city of sanctuary)

(hospitable city)

(cinematic city)
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(entrepreneurial urbanism)

(17)

(2)

(virtual)

(Less-Developed world)

(11)

(place-making)

(5)

(5)

(3)

(9)

             12       : (%)

1990-1999
24

(20.2)

42

(35.3)

36

(30.3)

3

(2.5)

10

(8.4)

4

(3.3)

119

(100)

2000-2010
72

(40.2)

29

(16.2)

29

(16.2)

30

(16.8)

12

(6.7)

7

(3.9)

179

(100)

96

(32.2)

71

(23.8)

65

(21.8)

33

(11.1)

22

(7.4)

11

(3.7)

298

(100)

20 96

32.2% ( place local)71 23.8% 65 21.8%
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22 7.4%

48 20% 27

14.3%

1

8 32

2 (local)

(place) 22 12

3

3 36 29

( 10 9 ) ( 9 7 )

4 3 30

(scalar politic) (scale 

effects) cross-scalar

5 10 12 ( 5 4 )

(transgressive space)
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13 (1990~1999 )

(36)

(10) (9) (3) (2) (2)

(2) (2) (2)

(42)

(22) (5) (3) (2)

(3) (3)

(10)

(5) (transgressive space)

(24)

(8) (4) (3) (agglomeration)(3) (2)

(4) (4)

14 (2000~2010 )

(29)

(9) (7) (5)

(29)

(12) (3) (2) (2) (2)
(place-making)

(place-frames)

(30)

(17) (2) (scalar) (2) (2)
(2) (scaling effect)

(cross-scalar)

(12)

(4) (state spaces)

(30) (11) (6) (4) (3)
(2) (2) (2) (2)
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(72)

(7) (4)

                15        : (%)

(

)
( )

1990-

1999

6

(9.4)

17

(26.6)

5

(7.8)

7

(10.9)

23

(35.9)

5

(7.8)

1

(1.6)

0

(0)

64

(100)

2000-

2010

4

(5.8)

19

(27.5)

1

(1.5)

3

(4.4)

25

(36.6)

11

(15.8)

3

(4.2)

3

(4.2)

69

(100)

10

(7.5)

36

(27.1)

6

(4.5)

10

(7.5)

48

(36.1)

16

(12.0)

4

(3.0)

3

(2.3)

133

(100)

20 48

36.1% 36 27.1% 16 12.0%

6 14 10.8%

13 4 3

3 7

3 2

(2 )
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4 2 ( )

( )

3% 18.9% 20.2% 40.2%

(31.3%) (36.1%)

9.8% 21.6% 9.4%

20%

(scalar) ( )

( )

( )

(local)

(place)

20
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20

1950 1980

1990

: 1

(scalar) 2

3

4

5

20

2
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Geoforum, Regiomal Studies

4 (2009) (1)
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(3)
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2004 2009 3

6 Annals of the Association of American Geographers 62 progress in human 

Geography 70 Transaction of the Institute British Geographers 106
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